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• 1. How can Indigenous 
and local perspectives be 
more strongly included in 
the democratic 
implementation of SDGs 
in Finland and Sweden?

• 2. Why do tensions 
between SDGs and 
democratic participation 
arise in the European 
North?
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RESEARCH QUESTION 
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• The 17 SDGs include 169 targets, of which 43 are means 
of implementation targets, and 232 individual indicators. 

• These indicators comprise management tools aiming to 
help countries with implementation and monitoring of the 
SDGs, and they represent report cards keeping track of 
the progress made in order to achieve the respective 
target 
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SDG’S
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenrg.2020.00198/full
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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• Target 2.3: By 2030, double the 
agricultural productivity and 
incomes of small-scale food 
producers, in particular women, 
indigenous peoples, family 
farmers, pastoralists and fishers, 
including through secure and 
equal access to land, other 
productive resources and inputs, 
knowledge, financial services, 
markets and opportunities for 
value addition and non-farm 
employment

• Target 4.5: By 2030, eliminate 
gender disparities in education 
and ensure equal access to all 
levels of education and 
vocational training for the 
vulnerable, including persons 
with disabilities, indigenous 
peoples and children in 
vulnerable situations
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (NOT REALLY) 
MENTIONED
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A MAP OF SÁPMI
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@ Hanna 
Kreplin, 2021

Initial analysis: synergies marked in green, 
trade-offs in red

Referring to target 1.4, which states that “all men 
and women [shall] […] have equal rights to 
economic resources […]”, the construction of wind 
turbines diminishes the Sámi’s access to economic 
resources such as reindeer. 

Similarly, the access of Sámi to “ownership and 
control over land” is exacerbated by wind power 
projects, taking into account that Sámi only hold use 
rights to the land and not ownership. Therefore, a 
trade-off between the targets 7.2 and 1.4 can be 
determined. The economic aspect of the conflict can 
also be found in target 10.2.
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•Clean energy and political inclusion / justice
•Clean energy and nature conservation
•Climate change mitigation and adaptation 
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3 EXAMPLES SYNERGY VS TRADE-OFF
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TWO COMPETING ECONOMIC BUSINESSES?
Relationship between economy and culture is more complex. 

For instance, Sámi reindeer herders have adopted modern technologies and infrastructure, such 
as snowmobiles, trailer transportation, and GPS localisation, which has helped the herders 
and facilitated reindeer herding, particularly during the winter months.

Reindeer herding is now an economically viable business and herders are entrepreneurs selling 
their products to a much larger market. 

However, they are under pressure as they have to compete with larger, independent and external 
companies determining the price of reindeer meat. Tourism has developed as an additional 
business model for Sámi: it serves as a source of income and employment, as well as allows 
them to act as cultural ambassadors and teach externals about their traditions.

Whether this relationship can be determined as synergy or trade-off is still to be discussed.
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• 14 targets have been found to be relevant for the project during its first phase. 
• Reviewing and analysing the literature showed the negative impacts of wind power 

projects on indigenous communities. This includes the effects on the traditional reindeer 
herding which in turn influences both Sámi economies as well as their culture.

• It further showed how wind power projects harm the procedural rights of Sámi and their 
political inclusion as clear guidelines on how to weigh their interests compared to the 
renewable energy projects are missing. Sámi experience discrimination in lawsuits 
related to wind power projects and they face distributional injustice. 

• A trade-off evolves therefore between protecting the Sámi culture and traditions, as well 
as their access to natural resources, and the goal to promote clean energy and to reach a 
fossil-free electricity production for the country. 

• More trade-offs exist between the development of clean energy and nature conservation 
due to the environmental impacts of wind turbines. 
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CONCLUSIONS: WERE TO CONTINUE
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